
Respected chair and all, 

Namaste, I am Kabita Gautam from Nepal speaking on behalf of Children and Youth. 

Intervention: SDGs 

 We support SDGs with sufficient ambition to meet environmental, economic and social 

challenges. The SDGs framework should tackle the underlying drivers of social injustice and 

environmental degradation, considering links between poverty, gender inequality, climate 

change, biological diversity, and human rights’ protection. 

 

 The SDGs framework must promote synergy with the MDGs. In 2015, when the MDGs expire 

the SDGs and post-MDG framework must be incorporated together. We cannot have two sets 

of goals. 

 

 There should be a registry and accountability mechanism for the implementation of voluntary 

commitments and action oriented approaches. 

 

 ESCAP needs to trigger the political instabilities which have a greater influence on the 

achievement of the SDGs. 

 

 The SDGs must be deliberated through an open, transparent, and accountable process in the 

form of a global consultation of all stakeholders, including young people. 

 

 Sustainability is a Noble concept which will mean nothing unless certain definite parameters 

are defined. Hence in terms of content, it is imperative that the agenda be formed in the 

context of the fundamental concept of the planetary boundaries of our finite planet and its 

environmental limits, of which we have already crossed some (bio diversity, climate, ocean 

acidification, nitrogen cycles). We must not confuse being less bad i.e. less unsustainable with 

being good i.e. actually regenerative and sustainable. All this needs to be done while keeping 

the primary principles of human rights/security, democracy, and equity, including gender and 

intergenerational equity. 

 

 SDGs should focus on environmental education and address youth migrations from country 

side to urban area and from urban to abroad. Create opportunity or give platform for youth to 

implement the action plans of SDGs in national level.  

 

 On 5 April, the UN and partners worldwide observed the 1,000-day mark to the 2015 target 

date for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). But we don’t want to count days for 

SDGs. There should be identification of challenges before proposing any time frame for the 

goals regarding sustainable development.  

 

 Last the UN had declared the International year of cooperatives. This important institution of 

progress should be given due recognition and importance in promoting the pillars of 

Sustainable Development. 


